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Visuals and truth





What gets in the way of truth?

Patterns

Lies and deception

Storytelling and confirmation



Patterns

twitter.com/FacesPics



Lies and deception



Lies and deception



Storytelling and confirmation
Rural or 
urban?



Effective visuals
How do avoid hiding or distorting truth with graphs



storiesf17.classes.andrewheiss.com/reference/



Pies, waffles, and bars







Is this okay?*
*Graphically and story-wise. The content is clearly horrifying.



y-axis issues



y-axis y-axis madness madness









y-ax truncati



When is it okay to truncate 
the y-axis?

When small 
movements matter
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When is it okay to truncate 
the y-axis?

When small 
movements matter

When zero values are 
impossible
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Never on bar charts



Alignment



“Every item should have a 
visual connection with 
something else on the page.”











Proximity



“Group related 
items together.”





CRAP review



Contrast Repetition Alignment Proximity



Practice time!
Let’s make pretty stuff


