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Oh say, what is truth?

Storytelling and truth

Course overview

Plan for today



What is truth?



“[R]eceive truth, let it come 
from whence it may”

“The first and fundamental principle 
of our holy religion is, that we believe 
that we have a right to embrace all, 
and every item of truth”



How do we find truth?



Is there truth in art and fiction?



Facts ≠ truth 
It "is of little significance as to whether Jonah 
[or Job] was a real individual or one chosen by 
the writer of the book" to illustrate "what is set 
forth therein."

What is important, [they] insisted, was not 
whether the books were historically accurate, 
but whether the doctrines were correct.

First Presidency, 1922



Facts ≠ truth 

“Just because something happened does 
not mean that it is morally instructive; 
just because it never happened does not 
mean that it is not true.”

Michael Austin, Re-reading Job: Understanding 
the Ancient World’s Greatest Poem, 20



Art and rhetoric

λόγος λέξις

Res Verba

Content Form

Essence Structure



Storytelling and truth



What are your favorite 
stories?

Why are they so great?

Why do people 
like stories?





Stories are how we translate 
core, essential content to 
different forms for specific 
audiences



Story form: Rhetoric



Story form: Structures



Content, form, and data

What is the content of 
research and analysis?

What is the form of 
research and analysis?





Literature review

Hypotheses

Empirical strategy

Data

Results

Discussion





Course overview



Design Narrative Delivery







Main assignments

Weekly reflection memos

3 mini-projects

Final project



Story portfolio
Outline for a 60-minute talk

Outline for a 10-minute talk*

Two-page policy brief

Op-ed 400-word blog post

Three-tweet tweetstorm

Single tweet



Course policies



Assignments this weekend

Read the syllabus

Read readings for 
October 25 and 30


